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Research Notes

Social Work and Buddhism (1)

TOTSUKA, Noriko

In this paper, titled “Social Work and Buddhism”, I shall examine Western-style social work,
now widely adopted in Japan, from the perspective of Buddhist philosophy and doctrine
regarding social work. The latter, generally positioned as representing the Asian-style aid
principles and ideology, is influenced by Japanese culture and climate.

Based on articles published in the Annual Report of the Japanese Association for Buddhist
Social Work (that publishes research on Buddhist philosophy, temple practice, and Buddhist
spirituality) for each year, I identified three specific periods. The first period, which spanned
from 1969 to 1981 (and was regarded as the research emergency period) was set as the scope
of this paper. Research trends associated with this period were organized into:

I. Discussion on the conceptual provisions of Buddhist social welfare (studies), social work,
and consultation activities.

II. Discussion on the “specificity” transmitted by Buddhist social welfare (studies), social
work, and consultation activities.

II1. Discussion on characterization of Buddhist Thought and Philosophy; these serve as the

foundations of Buddhist social welfare (studies), social work, and consultation activities.
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