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Unit 731 and Military Geography in Japan:
A Bibliographical Survey

Shokyu MINAMOTO

This study examines the relationship between geography and the military in Japan
before 1945 by focusing on the case of the “Ishii Unit,” also known as Unit 731, a secret
biological warfare unit led by physician Shiro Ishii. Unit 731 was active on the Chinese
mainland from 1933 to 1945. The study consists of a bibliographic survey of military
geography and related documents compiled by Unit 731 and an analysis of the data from
the viewpoint of the relationship between geography and military. This paper does not
condone the diabolical activities of the Unit (vivisection of human beings in the process
of developing biological weapons and actual deployment of biological weapons), but
traces its connection to matters of geography . The paper consists of five parts: Introduc-
tion; I. Brief history of Unit 731; II. Survey of studies referring to the military
geography division of Unit 731; III. Bibliography of Unit 731-compiled works pertaining
to military geography and related themes; and IV. Study of Unit 731-compiled works

pertaining to military geography and related themes.





