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A Study of Dai-Nippon Hotoku-sha’s Activities for Increasing
the Yield of Sweet Potatoes during and after the World War Il

-Analysing the Diaries of Hosaku Maruyama and Yahachi Kawai-

Hisanori MAEDA

This study is to try to clarify the actual circumstances of the activities for increasing
yield of sweet potatoes leaded by Hosaku Maruyama, lecturer and Yahachi Kawai, vice
President of Dai-Nippon Hotoku-sha and examine the worth of it.

It covers from the mid war through after war of shortage of food, to March,31, Showa
25 when the control of sweet potatoes productions was abolished.

This paper is just the former part of it.

Maruyama studied sweet potatoes planting and promoted it all over Japan with the
Hotoku spirits, and he sometimes made influences to the natiomal politics.

This study leaded these facts.

(I)Maruyama’s activities on sweet potatoes planting, during the war, became indiretly to
cooperate the national policy for the war as a results.

(2)It can be saids that maruyama worked for sweet potatoes planting apart from the war,
with the thoughts any way of Fukoku Aumin by Sontoku Ninomiya; “make foods of
people.”





