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The Hanshin Awaji Earthquake Disaster
—January 17th 1995, from 5:46a.m. to 12:00noon—

Ryusaku YOKOYAMA

At 5:46 a.m. on January 17th 1995, an earthquake in the southern part of Hyogo
prefecture occured. The seismic intensity was Magnitude 7.2, and the highest intensity of
earthquake level of vibration or destruction was 7.0 on a scale of 10. And the total
damage caused by the earthquake is called “the Great Hanshin Awaji Earthquake
Disaster” .

A total of 6,433 persons including the earthquake related death were Kkilled, of which
4,564 persons died in Kobe city, 1,126 in Nishinomiya city, and 443 in Ashiya city.

About 52,000 units of residential homes and 5,800 units of non-residential buildings
were destroyed. 635 meters of the elevated motorway (Hanshin Kosokudoro) fell to the
ground in the Higashinada ward of Kobe city.

60 fires occured in Kobe city soon after the earthquake, and some towns burned until
midnight, and a total area of 635,000 m¥ was burned out in Kobe city. Fire fighting was
not effective because all the water pipes of the fire plug were broken by earthquake.

This paper picks up some testimonies of this disaster from pupils of primary schools,
a mother and her son who were involved in the motorway collapse, doctors, public
officials and others. They talked to us about the shock of the disaster.

Immediately after the earthquake shock, people fell into panic and confusion. “What
happened 1?” and “What can I do I?” We can not prevent this first crisis, but we have

to know more about the great earthquake disaster.





