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The Problem of Exclusion Individualism in the
Theory of N.Luhmann

Tsutomu SATO

Exclusion individuality is one of the most basic concepts of Luhmann’s theory about
the relationship between modern society and individuals. The concept signifies the most
important element in the relationship between society and individuals in the modern
world, i.e., in modern society, unlike in a hierarchical society, the life course of an
individual is not determined by his/ her birth or family background. This exclusion
individuality was produced by modern society, and has been transformed into need
individuality. This need individuality in turn determines the course of modern society
which originally produced the exclusion individuality. In other words, Luhmann reveals,
in the exclusion individuality, the relationship between modern society and individuals,
and thinks that the exclusion individuality is transformed into the need individualism
which determines the course of the functional systems and the types of organisation of
modern society. This paper deals with Luhmann’s analysis of the exclusion individuality,
centring on Armin Nassehi’s recent chapter, “Exclusion Individuality or Individualiza-
tion by Inclusion?”. This paper argues against Nassehi who understands Luhmann’s
concept of the exclusion individuality as biased toward the ideal type of the western

individual, by elucidating the logical structure of the need individualism.





