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Christianity and Young Shizoku (former samurar)
Converts in the First Half of the Meiji Era

Kiyomi MORIOKA

Christianity (Protestantism), which was introduced to port cities of Japan mainly by
American missionaries in the Resoration period, appealed to young uneasy shizoku in
multiplex deprivation due to the total abolishment of the feudal regime. They studied
English from missionaries as an effective way to overcome their serious deprivation and
came to seek a value system replacing the Confucian doctrine. Some among those who
confessed faith in God in the early years of Meiji period became the first generation
clergymen and settled a foundation of Christianity in Japan.

The present paper chooses six leading Christian ministers for a detailed examination
of factors pushing them to conversion and tries to elucidate the connecting ring known
vaguely yet not quite evident between the newly imported Western religion and deprived
Japanese young men of samurai ancestry. The six young men are: Ibuka Kajinosuke
from Aizu, Uemura Masahisa from the Shogun’s guards, Honda Yoitsu from Hirosaki,
Oshikawa Masayoshi from Matsuyama, Ebina Danjo from Yanagawa, and Kozaki

Hiromichi from Kumamoto.
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