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The Kwantung Army Military Geography Documents
Production Process : A Bibliographical Study

Shokyu Minamoto

This paper is intended as a basic study tracing and elucidating the research manuals the
Kwantung Army and associated organizations relied on in compiling geographical survey
data, reports, and other military geography documents. Made up of four chapters, the
paper deals with the Kwantung Army organizations that produced military geography
documents (Chapter 1), the research manuals and report forms used to compile geogra-
phy documents (Chapter II), the military catalogues (secondary sources) of geography
documents conpiled by the Kwantung Army general staff office (Chapter IIl), and the
geography documents (primary sources) compiled by the units of the Kwantung Army
(Chapter IV). Chapter I discusses four types of groups: the Kwantung Army headquarters,
its units, the intelligence agency, and organizations outside the Kwantung Army. Chapter
IT presents three manuals stipulating the survey methods to be used and displaying the
styles and forms for presenting reports. Chapter IIl takes up fifteen military catalogues,
and provides a bibliographical list. It classifies, tabulates, and examines the data concern-
ing the military geography documents mentioned in the bibliographical list by region and
compiler. Chapter IV analyzes the relationship between the manuals introduced in the
first chapter and the primary sources that appear in the monthly bulletins presented in

the third chapter.





