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Relationship between criminal experiences and confessions
—Preliminary study for case selection—

Yasushi OHASHI Ph.D.

Using the data of acquitted cases, I analyzed relationship between criminal experi-
ences and confessions. In Japan, there were few acquitted cases. When the court judged
these cases, reliability of confessions was evaluated with nine rules to be paid attention
to: course of confessions, change and rationality of confessions, depositions of experi-
ences, disclosure of secrets, agreement of confessions with objective evidence, absence of
physical evidence, speech and action before or after crime, excuses by the accused, and
relation to circumstantial evidence. In acquitted cases, the court particularly attached
importance to three rules: course of confessions, change and rationality of confessions,
and agreement of confessions with objective evidence. To analyze further, we need to
compare confessions by innocent accused with those by real criminals in a single case.

Though I tried to look for the appropriate case in the data, I could not find it.
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