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How do People Gain Entrance to the World of Para-Sports
whether Playing, Watching or Supporting?:

Focusing on Those Already Familiar with Handicapped Persons

HONDA, Toshiaki

What is the “entrance” of para-sports contact (playing, watching, supporting (coaching) > What
kind of attention do we contact para-sports? We conducted an internet survey to investigate the
relationship between existence of familiar handicapped people and para-sports contact experience
and contact motivation (18 city cities within 20km radius from Chiba city, 20~69 years old,
1002 people). As a result, the “not in” group (760 people), which is the volume zone, compared
with the “handicapped persons and their families” group (133 people) and “only relatives and
friends with handicapped” group (109 persons). Both contact experience and contact motivation
were significantly lower. Secondly, para-sports contact experience and contact motivation are each
dependent variables, and gender, age, household income, academic background, daily sports contact
(play, watch), interest in volunteers in general, cultural capital, subjective health. As a result of
multiple regression analysis with the subjective economic state as an independent variable (compulsory
input method), for both contact experience and contact motivation, in the three groups, “daily sports
contact (playing, watching)”, Followed by “interest in volunteers in general” was strong. Therefore,
for further spreading such as para-sports players (playing), spectators (watching), volunteers
(supporting (coaching) ), it is important for people who are familiar with handicapped people or who
are interested in “welfare”. It was suggested that it is effective to PR sports appeal to a wide range of

people without limiting the target.
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