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A Study of the Concept of Social Work in Social Welfare
Facilities in Japan: A Literature Review, 1945-2005

Mikako INAGAKI

This paper presents a literature review of the period from 1945, when social welfare in Japan
was positioned as a right stipulated in Article 25 of the Constitution, to the early 2000s, when it transi-
tioned to Community-Based Social Work. This study seeks to clarify the actual conditions of the social
welfare field, the concepts that have been proposed regarding the framework of social welfare facility
practice, and the roles, functions, and expertise of social workers. We first review the historical changes
in social work practices in social welfare facilities, and then verify their effects on the practice of
professionals engaged in social work practice in social welfare facilities in Japan. As such research may
promote a scientific approach to social work in Japan, especially in social welfare facilities, it can aid

in the establishment of more effective, scientific social work practices in Japan.

Keywords: Social Work in Social Welfare Facilities, Literature Review



