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Labor Pattern and Time Perspective of Rice Cropping Farmers
— Through Longitudinal Analysis of Time Allocation Data —

Sonoko KUMAGAI

Micro-level time allocation data obtained by time-diary surveys in rice cropping communities
conducted in 1957, 1987 (1990) and 2007 was analyzed in order to understand the labor pattern and
time perspective of rice cropping farm members. The interval of fifty years was characterized by the
contradicting trends: degradation of farming against rapid growth of total economy on the one hand
and increase in labor productivity in farming yielded by mechanization on the other hand.

As to labor pattern, divisions of work by sex and that by age were found through these years.
Division of work by sex persisted; meaning farm family enterprise was managed upon the overwork
of female members who were in charge of both production labor (farm work and off -farm work) and
reproduction labor (domestic work). Though division of work by age also persisted, the age line that
divide those who were mainly in charge of farm work and those who were mainly in charge of off —
farm work became higher. And in 2007, some young members came to be displaced of farming. As
to time perspective, cyclical notion of time had persisted as their frame of action till 1987 (1990).
However, the analysis of 2007 data revealed that among younger members linear notion of time came
to be their frame of action.

Since these findings connote the crisis of farm family enterprise among rice cropping farms in

Japan, it was proposed to reconsider the nature of off-farm work.
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