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Subject Teaching Using ICT Materials in Special Needs Classes
for Students with Intellectual Disabilities:

The Possibilities of E-book-type ICT Teaching Materials

MATSUURA, Toshiya

The worldwide spread of COVID-19 has resulted in an unusual situation in which children
are taught remotely at home even in Japan. The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science, and Technology (MEXT) accelerated the implementation of “one computer per
student” as part of the GIGA School Program in April 2021.

However, as a result of prioritizing the distribution of devices due to speeding up of the plan,
effective ICT utilization as anticipated by MEXT has not advanced in the educational field
There are many problems, especially in special needs classes for students with intellectual
disabilities, as the current situation deviates considerably from the goal of “not leaving behind
a single one of our diverse children.”

Assuming that various challenges lie ahead, is it possible to spread the utilization of ICT in
special needs classes by, for example, developing digital teaching materials and tools as well as
instruction and usage manuals that can be used to teach children with disabilities without any
expertise, thereby accomplishing the GIGA School Program. This study discusses the
possibility of developing e-book-type ICT teaching materials to suit the actual circumstances of

special needs classes.
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