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Revisiting the Concept of Clinical Social Work:
Taking a cue from Buddhism’s love, separation, and suffering

Mina YONEMURA

Words change with the times.

Both the academic terminology translated from Western languages and the concepts transform
with results of new research and new eras.

Academic terminology is continuously being renewed as the concept are transforming.

In other words, Japanification. Clinical social work, in which I specialize, is no exception.

This study examines encounters and partings from multiple perspectives, taking as its starting
point the original meaning of the Buddhist concept of “love,separation,and suffering,” which
constitutes the backbone of Japanese culture. I investigate the evolution of this concept’s
Japanification.

The study then reexamines the concept of clinical social work by reconfirming the Christian
culture underlying the etymology of the word “clinical,” focusing on the cultural similarities and
differences underlying various concepts and noting the conceptual gaps that arise in the etymology of

academic terms and the Japanification of translated terminology.

Keywords: Clinical social work, Love, separation, and suffering, Encounter, Separation, Concept





