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Wife and Concubines Among the Modern Japanese Nobility of Merit:
The case of Baron Saburo Ozaki

Kiyomi MORIOKA

Some of conspicuous features of the domestic life among the modern Japanese peerage
are a widespread existence of concubines and a notable role that their children played for
maintaining the social status of the family as member of the nobility class. As a family
sociologist, I would like to ask the issues of division of labor and power allocation among
wife and concubines, and affectional relationship between master and concubine vis-a
-vis that between husband and wife.

Materials relevant to my study are scarce, because the domestic life of peerage was
hidden from the eyes of ordinary people, and rarely told in biographies of titled persons.
Above all, their concubines were almost totally kept secret.

Fortunately, I encountered an exceptional case where the master described his family
life including the relationships with wife and concubine in his diary and autobiograpy
covering nearly 30 years. He is Baron Saburo Ozaki (1842~1918), a noble person of
merit.

Because Ozaki’s case is unique and exceptional rather than typical, I have to
countervail the readers’ biased impression by presenting other contrasting instances of
the same cohort, including those of noble persons of descent who have left any
fragmental data pertaining to my interest. Yet, Ozaki's case is instructive in suggesting
to us that the roles of wife and concubines would have been integrated in the role played
by a contemporary house wife, and that she would be the successor not so much of wife
as of concubines in terms of love match which is the dominant pattern of mate selection

in the prsent-day Japan.
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