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On the Aristocracy of England (III)

by Masamichi MATSUBARA

The aristocracy has still survived in England. Aristocrats are the lea-
ders of a nation. In any human society, there is no group or organization
which has no leader. The leader’s temperament or gifts much affect the
outsiders’ evaluation of the group or organization under his leadership.
The members of a group or organization under the leadership of an
excellent man can have a clear consciousness of the objectives of the
group or organization, and can effectively make their way toward these
objectives. The present day is called the age of masses and popularization
of all human values is rapidly in progress, because all men are equal.
However it is after all impossible to deny that there are differences of inhe
rent gifts or achievements resulting from individual efforts from man to
man. This is the reason why a leading person naturally appears in any
group or organization. In old times, a king or aristocrats led their nation.

Among the countries once ruled by monarchy or aristocracy, England
is today one of the few where such a regime continues to exist. This
system must have its own problems, but it can be said that it is still
permitted to exist because it also has some merits. Therefore this paper
studies how the aristocrats who reigned England have changed in its
history. The purpose of this paper is to survey the lineages and careers
of the aristocrats having led the nation, especially those on the highest
political position ------ premiers +---- , and how they lived, in the Victorian
Age when England developed most remarkably throughout its entire
history, i.e., the 19th century, not in the Tudor Age at the dawn of modern
English history.





