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A Foundational Theory of the Nursery Care @

—A Study of ‘the Nameless Plays’ (concluded)—

by Juhei SHIOKAWA

1. This study is one of the foundational theories of the nursery care; its
object is chiefly babies and infants who are not old enough to go to
primary schools.

2. This is a summary of my studies for the past five years (December 1977
to October 1982).

3. The term ‘the nameless plays’ used very often as the key word in this
study was originated by the author. By ‘the nameless plays’ I mean the
image of infants as independent existences or the positive users of rights.
In other words, ‘the nameless plays’ imply that infants themselves form
their own lives through plays. Therefore, these plays are very important
in that we must respect the personalities of infants when we raise them
with the theory of the nursery care and its techniques ¢ombined.
However, these plays have no name. No matter how hard I have tried
to give them a name, it has been impossible for me to find a suitable
“word” for these plays and express in so short a “sentence”. That is why
I have to call them ‘the nameless plays’.

4. The purpose of this study is fourfold:

(1) to find ‘the nameless plays’;

(2) to prove the significance of ‘the nameless plays’;

(3) to warn against the combined teaching that is not only standardized
but also formal;

(4) to insist upon the importance of free-method teaching that
promotes ‘the nameless plays’.

5. The method of this study is based upon the case-studies.

6. The summary:

(1) Why ‘the nameless plays’?

1. These plays are the originality of infants.
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These plays are the expression of infants’ unconscious needs.

3. These plays are the very sensibility itself enjoyed by infants with
their five senses.

4. These plays are synthetic activities of some plural plays.

5 These plays are not the ones played for some special purpose from
the beginning.

Thus, ‘the nameless plays’ are all the more full of variation and
are still not to be given a name because the above-mentioned appears
in much complicated unity.

(2) Why are these plays so important?
A: From the theoretical viewpoints

1. These plays are the nursing of the infants’ personalities.

2. These plays should be played of infants’ own free will and
spontaneity. As a result of it, infants’ creativity and personality are
developed.

3. These plays are the establishment of one of the ways of free
nursing.

4. These plays are the uniformity of the theory and techniques.

B: From the technical viewpoints

1. According to these plays, those who raise infants can think of
what is going on with them.

2. In these plays, the motivations of the infants are fully taken up
and the plays coexist with the infants.

3. In these plays, the infants’ sense of humor or their unconscious

needs are taken up and their mental life is highly valued.

4. These plays are synthetic activities very much suited to the infants.





