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Innovative Activities Made by the Sericultural
Organizations in the Early Meiji Era

By Akitoshi TEUCHI

This paper attempts to clarify the meaning of educational history of innovative
activities made by the sericultural organizations and the farmers’ learning in the
Early Meiji Era.

The paper covers:

. the sericultural industry in the modern Japan.

. the improvement of the sericultural techniques in the Meiji Era

. the technical education (or training) of sericulture in the Early Meiji Era
. the technical level of the sericultural organizations

. the innovative activities of the sericultural organizations

[= B S 2 B S

. the farmers’ learning and the introduction of the new technologies

The main conclusions of the paper are as follows:

1. In the Early Meiji Era, the agricultural education system did not establish itself
completely, therefore, the sericultural organizations were principal technical
schools for meeting the general farmers’' requirements of practical techniques.

2. The organizers of the sericultural organizations were local leaders. They
believed that the innovative activities had resulted in the farmers’ welfare and
had materialized the policy of national prosperity by the Meiji Government.

3. The local government promoted introduction of the new technologies and the

farmers learned positively.





