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The Acquisition Process of Hiragana in Infancy and
Its Developmental Significance.

Masayuki SHIBAZAKI

In this paper the writer has introduced a review of five cases in which the infant had
acquired Hiragana letters. These cases suggest the developmental significance in
normal infant as follows:

(1) Culture factor: In daily life, many of them had been read picture books and had
seen writing letters at so many chances in their home.

(2) Cognitive factor: Before the acquisition of Hiragana, they had recognized that the
letters correspond to one phoneme. So if they found how to make letter-phoneme
correspondence, they would master all Hiragana letters in a short period.

(3) Relational factor : When they wanted to read or write a letter, they needed a
parson at that moment who adviced it. When they mastered reading or writing a
letter, they wanted to show it those who congratulated them on their mastery.
Therefore, they needed the interactive relation with their parents and their teacher.

(4) Mentally developmental factor: The process of their acquisition was the process of
their mental development in which they acquired the new skill.

There are four stages in it as follows:

First stage —  They had an affirmative confidence in the presence of letters.

Second stage — They imitated autonomously to read and to write by themselves.

Third stage — They learned letters independently when they wanted to read or
to write names and numbers.

Fourth stage — They used letters in fact by reading a book and by writing a

letter.





