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Learning and Cultural Foundations of Rural Area
in the Edo Period (1)

—— On Upper Class Farmers as Provincial Leaders —

Akitoshi TEUCHI

This paper attempts to clarify the meaning of upper class farmers as
the learning and cultural activities in the Edo Period.

The paper covers :

1. The purpose of this study and studies with regard to the Edo
Period by our early pioneers.

2. Upper Class Farmers in the Edo Period.

3. Diffusion of the Old Japanese Farming Books, the Old Japanese
Sericultural Books, and the Old Japanese Mathematical Books.

4. Conclusions.

The main conclusions of the paper are as follows :

In the early 19th century, upper class farmers aimed to improve their
agricultural productive force and they pursued the provincial adominstra-
tions, for instance, tax assessment and collection. Therefore, the Old
Japanese Farminé Books, the Old Japanese Sericultural Books, and the
Old Japanese Mathematical Books were demanded by them. After all,
upper class farmers were not only agricultural leaders, but also learning

and cultural leaders.





