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On Inhabitant’s Awareness of Belonging
to Local Communities

Junro TAKAHASHI

The national land planning and industrial development program
policies starting from the 1960’s were carried out by destroying the local
inhabitants’ life bases. Such destruction has at least entailed the necessity
of solving several serious problems including the difficulties in local
inhabitants’ life, the sense of their mental and emotional uncertainties, or
estrangement. Under those circumstances, the local goverments across
the country took the initiative in promoting the implementation of the
local community policies. With the development of these administrative
activities, the surveys on the awareness and actual conditions of local
inhabitants have produced a huge amount of survey results.

Though slightly stagnant during the period of the early 1980’s, the
survey and research on local communities have been conducted almost
every year, by administrative bodies and private special investigation
organizations. However, when such tremendous quantities of survey
results published by these research organs are reviewed in detail, it is
found that the theoretical vagueness in the definitions of basic survey
items has brought about various confusions in the recognition and
interpretation of the local inhabitants’ awareness. For instance, in order to
mean their social awareness, various terms such as community awareness,
consciousness as local citizen, consciousness of local self-government, local
inhabitants’ awareness, etc. have been used. However, differences in the
recognition of the terms “community”, “citizen”, “tradition”, “social classes”,
etc. which seem to constitute the central part of local inhabitants’ awareness
make common understanding of these terms extremely difficult.

This problem is often encountered in the analysis of the people’s
consciousness levels of local community image, the awareness of belonging
to local community, association with neighbors, the conditions of partici-
pating in local groups, attachment to local community, the awareness of
settlement in local community, etc. This paper tries to clarify the problem
which forms the motives or reasons for these consciousnesses observed
at the emotional or sensitivity levels will take in the local inhabitants’
awareness.
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