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Support Function for Dependant Elderly Parents
in Japanese Modern Family

Akio SHIMOYAMA

The purpose of this paper is to consider the support function for
dependant elderly parents in the Japanese modern family.

The role of nursing care for dependant elderly parents has been
borne by a large number of middle-and old-aged women. Therefore, the
support function for the elderly in their family, which is regarded as
traditional, seems to be firmly preserved in our family life style.

However, to observe the concrete conditions of nursing care, we
would realize that is not necéssarily kept intact. The first reason is a
tendency of separation between generations on the role of nursing care.
The primary nursing care is mutually carried out by the elderly couples
themselves. In the case of single aged parents, the role of nursing care
by their children would set to work. The second reason is that, according
to a research of consciousness on the expectable function to children, the
elderly do not expect the role of nursing care of their children now. They
ask their children for the emotional assistance. To the elderly, the
support function of great importance in the family is the emotional
assistance.

Consequently, to keep the effectiveness of support function for
dependant elderly parents in the modern family, especially that of
emotional assistance, it would be absolutely necessary to reduce the
physical burden of middle-aged women. In adittion, to consider the
reasons why they have found jobs, the reduction of physical burden
would be indispensable for them to go on with their job. It is because
the physical burden and the change of or retirement from job will bring
about a mental stress to middle-aged women. And it will affect the
emotional assistance to the elderly.





