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The Changes of the Problems of One Parent Household
in Tokyo after the World War 1II

Shigenobu YONEKAWA

This paper is the report on the result of the study of the problems of one parent
household which 1s the subject assigned to me in the joint research on “The Changes
of Urban Problems in Tokyo after the World War I” . This joint research was
subsidized by the Ministry of Education.

Various records and documents etc. have been collected for this study. As the
result, most of the available records and documments etc. are those which were
published between 1952 and 1987 by the government and public office.

By dividing the postwar into the period I, before 1964 and the period II, after
1965, many findings can be presented.

1. In case of the households of mother and children both of the estimated
number and the ratio had increased in the period I, but in the period I only the
ratio has increased during the 1980’s. In case of the households of father and children,
which were investigated at 1972 first, the estimated number has increased in the
period II, but the ratio has remained on the same level during the 1980’s. In both
types of one parent households the ratios of those of lifelong separation and two
generations have been increasing year by year., Most of lifelong separation household
have been caused by divorce. Most of households of mother and children in the period
I had been caused by the separation by death.

2. During the period I and 0, more than 80 per cent of mothers have been
at work in the households of mother and children. But there have been not a few
mothers who can not work in spite of wishing to do. The earned income has been
very small and the ratio of the households receiving aid has been constantly large. In
not a few households, bringing up or taking care of children has been disturbed owing
to mother’s working. In the households of father and children the number of fathers
being at work has been relatively small. And the ratio of the households receiving
aid has been relatively large.

3. In both types of one parent households, the rate of entrance into high schools
has increased but the rate of entrance into colleges and universities has been low still
in the period II.

4. Under present condition in the period II, in both types such cases are
numerous that the mother or father is the chief sharer of domestic chores. This is
more notable in the households of mother and children. In the households of father
and children such cases are not a few that the child is the chief sharer.

5. The mothers or fathers who are in poor health are relatively numerous still,
though they have decreased during the period II.
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