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The View of Human Nature in the Lun-yu :@:E

Hiroshi SENTOKU

In Confucianism, the foundation of the view of human nature is
Mencius’ view that human nature is originally good. And the origin of
this view of Mencius is in the Lun-yii, for Mencius was a successor of
Confucius. In this paper, I try to consider the view of human nature in
the Lun-yi which is developed by Mencius in the form that human nature
is originally good.

In the Lun-yii, man is called by various names which represent the
morality. They are the sheng-jen B2 A, the chiin-tzu ZE-F, the hsiao-jen
/NA  and the min . These names mean the distance between man
and the tao i&. For this reason it is proper to say that Confucius
classifies human-beings by their respective morality in the Lun-yt.

The Lun-yi is divided into 499 chapters by Chu Tzu 4% F in the
Lun-yu chi-chu i®iE%E5E. In these 499 chapters, the term of the chiin-tzu
appears in 87 chapters and the hsiao-jen appears in 23 chapters in which
it is used against the chiin-tzu in 18 chapters. While the term of the
sheng-jen appears in 3 chapters and the min appears in 35 chapters. It
is correct then to say that one of the main subjects about morality in
the Lun-yu is the morality of chiin-tzu.

This paper discusses what the morality of chin-tzu is and what
the relation between it and the others is. The main points are as follows:
(1)  The morality of sheng-jen and the relation between it and the

chiin-tzu.
(2) The morality of chiin-tzu and the relation between it and the others.
(3) The relation between the morality of chiin-tzu and that of hsiao-jen.
(4)
(5)

2

The relation between the morality of hsiao-jen and that of min.
The classification of human-nature by morality.

By examining and reviewing these points, it has become clear that
Mencius’ view of human nature is different from Confucius’ view in the
Lun-yii.





