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A Study of Professional Education and
Clinical Methodology in Social Work

by Akira ADACHI

The object of this paper is to consider professional education in social work
from a clinical viewpoint. And this paper has two chapters as follows:

I. The “clinical” viewpoint and the meaning of the concept in relation to social
work education.

II. The clinical viewpoint on the knowledge and the art of social work.

In chapler one, I devided the concept of clinical into; “clinical as field” and
“clinical as attitude”, and I provided a latter as a concept of clinical in social work
education.

And 1 especially considered that the professional social worker is asked both
his “clinical as atitude” in his casework relationships and the learning and the traning
to master the professional attitude.

In chapter two, I analysed the conditions of professional from the characteris-
tics of professional knowledges and arts or skills.

Namely, my analysis is to recognize whether the knowledge and art or skill have
or have not been included in the theoretical openness and the actual openness. And I
classified the professional in three categories; classical and artistic professionalism,
modern and general professionalism, clinical and interpersonal professionalism.

And therefore, 1 concluded as follows.

The knowledge and the art of social work have not only the theoretical openness
but also the actual openness to people, and in that place, the knowledge and the art of
social work have a unique characteristic as clinical and interpersonal professionalism.
And the knowledge and the art are a mode of human encounler, not so much “for hi
m” as “together with him”.

Accordingly, this understanding about the characteristic of the knowledge and
the art of social work is important for the clinical methodology of professional
education in social work.





