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The Retortions of the Houtokusha’s People upon
the Criticisms on the Houtokusha during the Meiji Era

Hisanori MAEDA

The purpose of this paper is to pigeonhole the retortions of the Houtokusha’s people

upon the criticisms on the Houtokusha during the Meiji era.
The criticisms had three main genealogies:

1. From questions on the economic activities.

2. From intention to reshuffle the Houtokusha into the Shinyou Kumiai.

3. From reaction to the fact that Houtoku was lionized after the Russo-Japanese War.
The Houtokusha’s people retorted for example:

1. The Houtokusha had “cultivation of hearts (Shinden no Kaitaku)”.

2. The Houtokusha had many educational effects and they couldn’t reshuffle it.

3. The Houtokusha had the practical ethics of Houtoku ie “Suijou”. “Suijou” was
positive, and it would be possible to understand foreign countries and to promote the

welfare of people under it.





