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The “Kokumin Seikatsu Tatenaoshi” Plan of Shintarou Sasai under
the Financial Panic during the Early Years of the Shouwa Era

Hisanori MAEDA

This research aims at making clear the “Kokumin Seikatsu Tatenaoshi” Plan. This
plan was formed by Shintarou Sasai, the vice-president of the missinonaries “Dainippon
Houtokusha” and so on, in order to restore the life of the Japanese under the financial
panic during the early years of the Shouwa era.

He had the following methodology in the plan for which he referred to the teachings of
Sontoku Ninomiya (“Houtoku”).

First, he gave each people to start with a clean slate of view and to have the idea that
all things and people had their own virtue. After that, he gave people to understand the
practical ethics of “Houtoku” ie. “Kinrou” “Bundo” “Suijou”. Moreover he presented
the sense of “Ichien Yuugou” :an idea that we had all things and people without mutual
opposition. And then, he guided people to organize the “Houtokusha” in their respective

villages and to relieve the poor and needy.





