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On the Aristocracy of England (V)

Masamichi MATSUBARA

In the England of the fifteenth century, the nobles struggled with each other for the
succession to the throne. These struggles became known as the Wars of Roses.

So, after the wars, for Henry VII, as founder of the Tudor dynasty, the most important
problem was to solidify his political base vis - a - vis his rivals.

His successors Henry Vll and Elizabeth I were in the same situation as their
predecessor, therefore they had to rely on the use of retainers to help strengthen their
political positions.

Retainers, whether they were nobles or not, exhibited their talents for their lords if
they had a chance. Then they rose to key posts in the land, and some of them became
aristocracy, in line with Benjamin Disraeli’s theory of “Real Aristocracy”.

In this essay I would like to show how Henry VIl and Elizabeth I used their retainers.
It is my belief that Henry VIl used his retainers as vassals to do with as he wanted,

whereas in the case of Elizabeth I, she worked more in co-operation with her retainers.





