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Intrinsic Logics of Sontoku Ninomiya’s
Thoughts (“Hotoku Shiso”) and His Plans and
Activities (*"Hotoku Shiho”),

and Their Succession by the “Hotoku-sha”

in Modern Japan

Hisanori MAEDA

This paper suggests such three-steps procedure of researching into the “Hotoku-sha”
in modern Japan as follows.

A. To clarify (i) intrinsic logics of “Hotoku Shiso” and “Hotoku Shiho” during the
Yedo Era.

B. To follow and observe (ii) thoughts and activities of the “Hotoku-sha” by using
first-hand historical materials as clues, and to examine the relationship between (i) and
(ii).

C. To charactarize the “Hotoku-sha” in modern Japan.

And, in this paper, I did A. and B.. The results are as follows.

“Hotoku Shiso” had such intrinsic logics as follows : to increase those who live for the
sake of the other people, and who do the practical ethics of “Hotoku” ie. “Kinro”,
“Bundo”, “Suijo”, and to realize the ideal of “Fukoku Anmin” ie. the prosperity and
welfare of people. And, the “Hotoku-sha” followed up these logics.

“Hotoku Shiho” had such intrinsic logics as follows : to survey the local community
minutely, to reform it both economically and morally, and to realize the ideal of “Fukoku

Anmin”. And, the “Hotoku-sha” followed up these logics, too.
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