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Comprehensive Study of the Regional Activities
Conduct by Chiba~Ken Hémen Iin (1)

Hisanori MAEDA
Masatoshi HASEGAWA
Koichi KANEKO

Fundamental role of social work is to cultivate awareness of various social problems
in community and expand social welfare services for aged and disabled, aiming to
improve their living conditions. Emphasis on community and its region is clearly
essential in the field of social work thus studies focused on regional history places a
significant part in historical studies of that field.

This thesis illustrates the main aspect of such studies and outlines some valuable
findings attained from a joint study, which put focus on Chiba Prefecture, pased on the

following points:

I. Characteristics of the Early “Chiba—ken Hémen Iin”

This chapter surveys the characteristics that the early “Chiba-ken Homen Iin” (like
“Friendly Visitor” in Chiba Prefecture) had, with the use of statistical material.

The former half, describing the general characteristics, illustrates that the business
was vibrated after the dimension of executives were expanded to the whole prefecture in
June 1931.

The latter half, describing the regional characteristics, reveals that the gap between
some regions which persuaded residents with the “Chiba-ken Homen lin” system and

promoted its use aggressively, and others which did not seem so active.

II. Social work applied “Hétoku” by
“Chiba-ken Shakai-jigyo Kyokai~

Since 13th year of the Showa Era, “Chiba-ken Shakai-jigyo Kyokai”, affected by the

missionaries “Dainippon Hotokusha”, had introduced the teachings of Sontoku Ninomiya

(19
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(“Hotoku”), and appointed the 6 “Hotoku Shiteisons” and then granted them subsidies.
“Ichiihara Hotokusha” in one of the “Hotoku Shiteisons” promoted social work, ie.
relief of the poor, betterment of living, securement of a day nursery during the farmers’

busy season and so on.
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